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'The Social and Cultural Impact of Tourism:
Cross-Cultural Contacts Between
"T'ourists and Hosts

YAsurFuku Emiko

Recently much attention has been paid to the social and cultural
aspects of tourism. International tourism has been a major source
of cross-cultural contacts. The relationships between tourists and
host communities show the complexity of modern tourism. In
“culture tourism,” ethnicity, cultural identities, nationalism, tradi-
tions, and heritage are the attractions, and their presentation tends
to be staged by various outside parties, notably the tourism indus-
try. This approach to the presentation of culture can lead to
disputes with local people. However, in a new type of tourism
called “alternative tourism, ” host communities try to present them-
selves to tourists by themselves. This is an aspect of a new relation-
ship between tourists and hosts.
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