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The Teachers’ Consciousnesses of Pedagogy
When Developing Teaching Plans for
Teaching Beginner’s Japanese:

Do Teachers Teaching Plans Consciously
Aim to Development Students’
Communicative Competence?

SEI Rumi

This study investigates how much consciousness Japanese language
teachers have of developing their students’ communicative skills, when
teaching beginner’s Japanese. The same textbook was given to 75 Japa-
nese language teachers in Tokyo, Kanagawa and Shizuoka prefectures,
and they were asked to explain their subsequent teaching plans. Specifi-

«

cally, I asked teachers to use the sentence pattern “ ~ nai de kudasai” in
section 17 of “Minna no Nihongo”, the most popular beginner’s text, and
to aim to develop students’ communicative competencies. | recorded
interviews and analyzed their responses.

The results demonstrated that Japanese language teachers are lacking
awareness of the linguistic functions of Japanese, which are core to the
educational philosophy of Communicative Language Teaching. They also
tend to put insufficient emphasis on context, when developing teaching
plans, and are inclined to have students over memorize, rendering the
classroom a passive rather than creative environment.

I concluded that it is challenging for Japanese language teachers to focus
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on developing students’ communicative skills in the classroom, when they
teach beginners. This conclusion underlines that the teaching reality in
actual classrooms today often runs contrary to the Communicative Lan-
guage Teaching philosophy, which has been prevalent in Japanese lan-
guage teaching educational philosophy since the 1990s.
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