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Multicultural Coexistence in Central Part of
Kanagawa Prefecture:
Improving Cooperation and Coordination
between Organizations That Support Foreign

Residents

FujisHiro Masahito and Misawa Naoki

This paper describes the current distribution of foreign residents in com-
munities in the center of Kanagawa Prefecture, provides an overview of
the current status of multicultural coexistence, and discusses ways of
improving this—including various forms of support for foreign residents.
These various forms of support include providing information and advi-
sory services in foreign languages for foreign residents, establishing
Japanese-language classes and other types of courses, holding multicul-
tural events.

This paper concludes that—although many organizations are presently
providing useful services—there’s a need to explore the possibility of
improving networking, information-sharing, and coordination by holding
joint activities. What can be achieved will depend very much on both
the local Japanese residents’ groups and the characteristics of the foreign
residents—but better organization, and systematic procedures for dis-
cussing and handling future issues, would be a valuable improvement.
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